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Why Must the Righteous Suffer?
September 8, 2013

Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries

2nd Corinthians 1:1-24

The Apostle Paul gives three reasons in the text:
I. That we might be able to comfort others (2nd Corinthians 1:1-7).
II. That we might have confidence in God alone (2nd Corinthians 1:8-11).
III. That we might claim the promises of God (2nd Corinthians 1:12-24).

Discussion Questions

1. Does suffering strengthen your faith or serve to weaken it, explain?
2. Could suffering be present because we live in a fallen world?
3. Did you catch from the text that suffering is part of the Christian journey?
4. In 2nd Corinthians 1:8-9, Paul describes a period of intense personal pain.  What words or phrases reveal the magnitude of his suffering?
5. What is our Lord’s response to the suffering of individual Christians? See verses 3 & 4 of the text and Hebrews 4:15.
6. God is described as the God of all comfort who comforts us in all our afflictions; why and what does it imply about suffering and afflictions?
7. How can God be glorified as a result of our suffering (2nd Corinthians 1:10-11)?
8. When you are suffering, what can others do to comfort and support you?
9. In what situation do you need to experience the comfort of God?
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