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A Life Beautifully Different from that of this World – Part II
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Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Scripture: Eph. 4:17-19 ESV 
Now this I say and testify in the Lord that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.  18 They are darkened in their understanding and alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to their hardness of heart.  19 They have become callous, and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity.
Scripture: Eph. 4:20
[bookmark: _GoBack]But that is not the way you learned Christ! -21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus,  22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.
Other texts to consider
Zechariah 3:1-5
John 13: 5-10 
Prayer-- The Our Father Prayer  Matt. 6:9-13 + doxology 
	(see Rev.1:6; 1 Chron. 29:11; Dan. 7:14 ) 
“ ‘Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,
¶ your kingdom come,  your will be done
	on earth as it is in heaven.
¶ Give us today our daily bread.
¶ Forgive us our debts,
	as we also have forgiven our debtors.
¶ And lead us not into temptation,
	but deliver us from the evil one.’
For Yours is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory
	forever!  Amen
There is a Newness in Coming to learn Christ
Knowing the shedding of the old self
Knowing the sense of dirtiness before our Holy God and having it gone
Knowing the putting on of the new
Sensing a newness that was given us in Christ
Quick review: 
Not like the Gentiles futility of their minds
No god
Many gods
Not callous or insensitive
Trivializing human life
Trivializing human sexuality
Not uncaring of those who are lost
Not greedy– never enough

How?!  The way you learn(ed) Christ
Learning Christ—beyond the separation of time and geography 
In the Gospel of the Apostles, they met Christ
From Christ they learned to bring their sins and sinfulness to Him
The Old Self
Related to God as adversary, not Heavenly Father
The old self had to be and was taken off in Christ … like a set of filthy clothes
Corrupted because of deceitful desires
False security of wealth & happiness of the flesh versus joy of the Holy Spirit
What they learned from Jesus
Come to Jesus to see their sin as they ought to
Confess their sins to Christ and to others as is wise
Come to live by the Spirit in the new self created in Christ
The power of Christ in the life of one who learns

Thoughts to ponder--Scripture to Apply
How and about when did I "learn Christ"?  If not, do I know where to go or whom to ask?
What about Christ affects my life today? Do I refresh my connection to Christ by reading the Gospels and meditating on them? 
Do I know what it is to feel dirty before a Holy God?
Can I identify some of the deceitful desires that I have battled with in the past?  How have they deceived me? Have I allowed some of those desires to re-enter my experience?  Can I see how they corrupt us?  Can I identify facets of the new self that I have put on?  What can I apply to my life from Paul's dealing with this church emerging from a pagan culture?
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