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Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Scriptures: Ephesians 4: 8, 11-16 ; 1 Cor. 12b-13 
Ephesians 4: 8 This is why it says: 
 	“When he ascended on high,
		he led captives in his train
		and gave gifts to men.”

10 He who descended (namely the Son of God) is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)  11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  
12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
14	Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

1 Corinthians 12:31b & summary of 13:1-2
12: 31b And now I will show you the most excellent way. 
13:1  If I [insert your gifting, or knowledge that you are somehow gifted] , but have not love, I ... [am only noise, really nothing, really gain nothing]

A Prayer from this Church to our Lord
Oh God,
Build us up, 
	for we are weak and hurting.
Help us reach the Unity of the faith—
 for we are often divided over secondary doctrines and silly issues.
Help us to know Jesus better--	
for He is our life!
Prayer (cont.)
Help us become mature-- 	
for life is too demanding for those who don't grow up in their faith.
Help us to manifest the Glory of our Savior—
	for He is worthy!
		In His Name, Amen
Application--Do you see yourself as part of the Body of the Ascended Christ and do you sense the hurt in other members? 

The Resurrected Jesus and the Body of Christ
Phase one– before His Ascension
After Jesus rose from the dead He appeared in His resurrected and glorified body to individuals and groups
Phase two– after His Ascension
After His Ascension a new experience of the Body of Christ began … and the encounters with His body multiplied!

Application--So when saints or sinners come to the church they are having an encounter with the Body of the Ascended Christ... how should that affect our encouragement of the spiritual health and agape love orientation of our giftedness?

Taking Captivity Captive … or with Captives in His Train
Greek & Bible Scholars ... why the two translations?
So the encounters with the Body of Christ would have the victory of His Resurrection and the purity of the forgiven See 1 Cor. 12:2
	Application--we have been freed from the dominance of evil spirits  Ans --through the Cross (Col 2:15-- 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.)
And with the sending of the Holy Spirit…
We need no longer to be led off by malevolent  powers, nor the dominion of the flesh 
	Application--have we experienced deliverance? See Romans 8;9
   	You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

Resurrection Freedom and Encounters with the Body of Christ
Many times the experienced freedom comes in contact with the body of Christ, not alone in our pride
Lack of control in finances
Pornography
Anger issues
Addictions to video games, gambling, alcohol
Application--Has pride kept us from dealing with such things because we don't want others to see the depth of our need or to think ill of us?

The Body of Christ needs to be guided and strengthened by the Apostles Teaching
Or the very gifts intended to bless could be misused and deeply weaken the Body of Christ.
Corinth was majorly weakened
Shocking examples
Have you seen misuses in the gifts?

A Body of Christ where the gifts have been empowered by agape love
Is where “ordinary” gifts become extraordinary
Where humble gifts are transformed to become life giving encounters with Christ
The gift of administrating a church’s nursery
Bookkeeping and faith
George Mueller– bookkeeping to the glory of God
Dorcas– sewing and spiritual sewing  Acts. 
Restoring the fallen-- 
God’s grace to the elderly
Gift of Greeting– see High Impact church
Can you cite examples where someone in the body touched another by using their gift in connection with agape-love?

Some ACTION to help our Body of Christ breathe out redemptive life 
Connect to your local church where you can serve in agape love
Join a Life Group--where the Spirit and an intimate slice of the people gathered can help you grow in godliness 
Let us take care how we live, for when Christians or others meet with us… they are experiencing and encounter with Christ!
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