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From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!" Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” Matthew 16:21-23

Research has shown that 60 % of Americans believe that Satan is not a living being, but just a symbol of evil.  What do you believe?
· The meaning of the word Satan.
· The Bible’s focus is more on God than on Satan.
· Satan’s first appearances in the Bible (Genesis 3, Job 1:6-12).
· Satan’s most powerful tool – deceit (John 8:44).
· The fall of Satan (Ezekiel 28:12–18, Revelation 12:7-9).
· Overcoming Satan (Matthew 4:1-10, Ephesians 6:13-17, James 4: 7, Ephesians 4:26–27).
Questions:
· What did the Lord tell you, teach you, or ask of you today, and do you need help in responding or obeying?
· Do you really believe that the devil is a real being? If so, how and why did you come to such a belief?
· Is Satan a defeated foe, and by whom and how was he defeated?
· Do you recognize Satan as your personal enemy?
· How can we enjoy victory over the devil?
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