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“God helps those who help themselves” – Biblical or Non-Biblical?
July 14, 2013

Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10
· This saying is not a scripture verse and is therefore not in the bible.
· This saying is unbiblical in its meaning.
· It is exactly opposite of the message of scripture (Jeremiah 17:5, Proverbs 28:26).
Explanations about its origins:
· God helps the helpless (Isaiah 25:4, Romans 5:6).
· In terms of salvation, we are profoundly helpless (Romans 3:23, 6:23, Isaiah 64: 6, Ephesians 2:8-9).
· Believers accomplish much through faith (Hebrews 11).
· A word about work (Colossians 3:23, 2Thessalonians 3:6, 10–12)
Questions:
· What did the Lord tell you, teach you, or ask of you today, and do you need help in responding or obeying?
· Did you view the saying, “God helps those who help themselves” as Biblical?
· How do you respond to the teaching that work is God’s idea?
· Are there ways in which drudgery of work can be turned into ministry and joy?
· What is the relationship, if any, between faith and works?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Did God help his disciples who all died young, save John?
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