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Spiritual Gifts Under God’s Guidance
July 7, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Spiritual Gifts Some Key teaching passages
1 Corinthians1:7; 3:1; 12-14	    Romans 1:11; 12: 3-13	Ephesians 4: 7-16
1 Tim 4:14		2 Tim 1:6
1 Peter 4:10-11
(Read Acts for accounts of their usage)

Gifts in abundance yet not spiritual, but worldly, infantile, and ignorant. 
1Cor. 1:7  Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  3:1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ.  12:1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. ...  See 1 Cor. 13
Authentic gifts come from the Tri-une God, and are to reflect God's unity. 
1Cor 12: 4  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 
Eph. 4: 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
Gifts must be tested to determine their authenticity ( see Deuteronomy 13; 18)
1 Cor. 12: 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols.  3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
1 Cor. 14:27-33
1Th. 5:19  Do not put out the Spirit’s fire;  20 do not treat prophecies with contempt.  21 Test everything. Hold on to the good.  22 Avoid every kind of evil. 
1John 4:1
  	Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
Gifts are given for the common good not for our individual glory 
1Cor. 12:7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.
The different gifts are given to different members so as to form a body 
1Cor. 12:8-11  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,  10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 
All baptized by One Spirit into one body, all given the Spirit to drink 
1Cor.. 12:12-13  The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
The gifted, which includes all in Christ, all BELONG to the body 
1Cor.12:14  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  19 If they were all one part, where would the body be?  20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
The gifted ones all need the other gifted ones in the body. 
1Cor. 12:21  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”  22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,  24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,  25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
When it comes to spirituality, love trumps (is more important than) the gifts. 
1Cor. 12:31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts.  And now I will show you the most excellent way. --> leads to 1Cor.13 (Chapter on Love) 
Primacy of the Apostles and NT Prophets
The testing and ordering of the gifts in the church is to be under the teaching of the Apostles and NT prophets, through the channel of the pastor-teachers, the recognized elders in the congregation
1Cor.12:28   And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then ... 
Ephesians 4:11-12  11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12 to prepare God’s people for works of service,
Prayer
Dear Father who works the gifts of grace in us,
Help us to experience the manifestations of Your Holy Spirit in our various giftings that you choose, as we serve our Lord Jesus Christ, to build up His Body to the fullness of Christ, and reach out into the world with the Gospel.  Help us to raise up worshipful, caring, servants of the Lord Jesus Christ as we reach our communities and the world.
	In Jesus' Name  Amen
Rightly or Wrongly
How we discern and use the gifts makes a huge difference—gift of tongues
Jerusalem Gift of tongues and a Pentecostal Ingathering Acts 2:4-41
Corinth’s misuse of tongues sent unbelievers away hardened 1 Cor. 14:22-23
Just as Isaiah 28 said

Rightly or Wrongly
How we discern and use the gifts makes a huge difference!—the prophetic gift
Was used alongside the Apostolic gift before the NT Scriptures were available 1 Cor. 14:24/ Acts 10:43
False prophets denied 
Jesus was the Christ Jn. 2:22
Jesus came in the flesh Jn. 4:2-3

How we discern and use the gifts makes a huge difference!
God has an order so that the church is protected from what is false, and able to profit from what is good!

Thoughts to ponder  --  Scripture to Apply
Do I believe with the Scripture that I have a gift?  Do I know what that gift is (or they are?)?
Can I see how my own gifting as a Christians helps encourage the unity of the body?
Do I ever think:  I don't need "them" OR "they" don't need me?
[bookmark: _GoBack]When it comes to using spiritual gifts, do I value my own personal experience over the teaching of Scripture?
Can a person have an impressive spiritual gift and yet be unspiritual?
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