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Graced by the Ascended Christ
And Ourselves Given as Gifts
June 30, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
He gave Gifts to Men
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  8 This is why it says: “When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.” 9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions?  10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) Ephesians 4:1-5
He gave the gifted Men to the Body of Christ, the Church
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13

Prayer
Father in Heaven: Thank you for your great love for us in Your Son Jesus Christ.  Today, help us to see the Ascended Christ in all His Glory, pouring one or more gifts out on each member of His Church, and then giving the Gifted ones to minister in the Body of Christ, to strengthen the Body of Christ, and as the Body of Christ to help take the message of redemption to a lost and dying world. In the name of Jesus, Our Ascended Lord,  Amen

Our call is to come and…
Fellowship with Christ (1 Cor 1:9)
Take hold of Eternal life (1 Tim. 6:12)
Peace of Christ (Col 3:15)
Freedom (Gal. 5:13)
Hope (Eph. 1:18; 4:4)
The upward call of Heaven (Phil. 3: 14)
A Holy Life (1 Thes. 4:7) 
Q'n how are each of these facets of our calling exhibited in out lives?  How could they be strengthened?

Calling makes a difference
Respond to each facet of your call and experience the difference
All this is the calling of the church, the ekklesia, those who have been called (ek- out of) the world and experience the calling (klesia) we have in Christ.
This is the way Paul lived—a man on fire for Christ
Q'n  Am I on fire for Christ?  Am I prayerful that our church would be?  

Gifting Grace given to each of us by the Ascended Christ
How we know it is gifting grace
But to each one of us grace has been given
 As Christ apportioned it.
Q'n  How do I and the others in the body perceive my gifting?
 
The Preeminence of Apostles and NT Prophets under the Ascended Christ
Architects of the Gospel
Authenticators of the Gospel
Authoritative doctrine for the healthy way of spiritual life
Authors of Holy Scripture
Ephesians 2:20-21
Q'n-- How do we respond to their pre-eminence?

Followed by Evangelists and Pastor Teachers
Proclaimers of the Gospel
Shepherds of the flock
Preparing God’s people for works of service
Q'n -- Do we respond to their equipping?

The Glorious Result
The body of Christ is built up
We reach a unity of faith in knowledge and are no longer blown around by false doctrines
[bookmark: _GoBack]We grow in our experience of Christ so we become effective at raising worshipful, disciple making servants of the Lord Jesus Christ as we reach our communities and the world (mature … attaining to the whole measure of Christ)
Q'n  Are you settled out doctrinally so you are no longer blown around?
Q'n Have you become a part of the body in action?

Gifted and Given
Are you connected?
 Q'n -- How are you connected?
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