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Specifics of a Life Worthy of our Calling
June 23, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
  	As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. Ephesians 4:1-5

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer
Blessed Father in Heaven
	Fill us with the knowledge of Your will with all spiritual wisdom and understanding; empower us through your Holy Spirit, that we might live a life worthy of the calling we have received in the Gospel.
	We pray in Jesus' Name,   Amen

Our Father Prayer (from Memory) Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name ... Matthew 6:9 ff

Remember your calling! 
In the Gospel God said to you COME!
Come to fellowship with Jesus Christ
Come to eternal life
Come to the peace of Christ that can rule in your hearts
Come to true Freedom
Come to Hope
Come to the upward call of Heaven
Come-- to a Holy Life

Take in Godly Examples
Scriptural Examples--like Paul's life
Others from Christian History-- read good biography
Role models in your church

Q'n-- Do I seek to emulate godly people who lived a life worthy of their calling.  Can I name three?  What Christian biography would I recommend to others?

Three Specifics
Being completely humble and gentle (How you approach others is important to God)
Being patient and bearing with one another in love (How you relate to imperfect others and things about others that bother you or grate on you)

Keeping the Unity of the Body (You are an integral part of something much bigger than you) That unity is more important than the difficulties you have to overcome to maintain it.

Boundaries on Gentleness
A Christian who is a soldier does not shoot nerf bullets!

Being Completely humble and gentle-- 
1. Means ridding yourself of arrogance ... seeing yourself more as God sees you:
Q'n  Have I experienced the humility of being at the Cross of Christ in such a way that I better relate to others?

2. Having the same attitude as your Master
Q'n Do I have enough desire to see others reconciled to God that I would give up some of my "glory", time, resources to reach out to them?

Be patient with one another, bearing with one another in love
Responding to the slowness in others with patience, not anger
Bearing with one another--what others do that irritate us

Q'n Can you think of an irritating thing about another Christian that you overcame and became close to them?  Q'n Are there things about yourself that irritate others? ... like what?

Maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace
One body-- that passes through man-made boundaries, but is only within God's boundaries
Q'n  Do you experience fellowship with other believers in other churches?
	Whose major doctrines match those of Scripture?
	Where the official major doctrines of their church do not, but the personal beliefs of a few do?  (You know because you've  discussed those with them.)
Q'n-- Do I recognize where the beliefs of others, for whom I care, fall outside of the Unity of the Spirit. (They do not have the same God: Father, Son & Holy Spirit, not the same Faith in which they replace faith with works, or a different mediator or ..., not the same baptism ...)  Do I seek by God's Grace to share the True Gospel with them?

The Preciousness and Power of the Unity of the Spirit
Edifying Power to the Body of Christ
Where our wounds of life were healed and our lives were built up

Evangelism Power to those currently outside Christ
	The unity of believers is a convincing apologetic.
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