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A Life Worthy of our Calling
June 16, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Illustrations?  Valens an Elder of the church of Philippi who went astray whom Polycarp rebuked
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. Ephesians 4:1-5
Prayer  (see 2 Peter 1: 10)
Heavenly Father, 
Help us to understand what it is to be called by You and to make sure of that calling.  Help what it is that we are called to, to become more clear to us, so that by your Holy Spirit we may better live a life worthy of our calling.
In Jesus' name,  Amen

Calling: A Significant Doctrine
	Taught from the beginning of his ministry to the end
Gal. 1:6  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—
2Tim. 1:9  who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 
Those who responded to the Gospel and were under the Apostle's teaching knew they were called. They had some understanding of what it meant: by whom they were called, through what means they were called; to what they were called.  Finally they knew that all of what they were called to should be reflected in the way that they lived.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Q'n  "Do you know you are called?" How can we walk worthy of our calling if we don't know what calling is.
Called  
Called by Whom?  Called by God1 Cor. 1:9 
God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.
The calling is a deep call that begins with His foreknowledge and ends in glory
Romans 8:29-30  29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
Give an example in which the "by whom" of a call made all the difference
How do I know I have been authentically called of God?
There are many false "calls".
God's call comes through a certain channel.  --The authenticated Gospel
Q'n Where does this calling come? It comes in the authenticated Gospel or we can say it comes through the Gospel. 2Th. 2:14 , 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Q'n  Has someone from a false Gospel come to you with a false call?
Be discriminating --Recognize the authentic Gospel
	See Scripture on slide 2 Cor. 12:12 & Romans 15: 17-19
"The things that mark an apostle—signs, wonders and miracles—were done among you with great perseverance. " (2Cor. 12:12 ) . Wherever he went to preach he used the gifting God gave him to authenticate his message.  So he says in Romans:
   	Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.  18 I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done—  19 by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. (  Rom. 15:17)
Through the Gospel 
I learn of my great need
Then I learn of the Gospel that fills that need
Who Jesus is
What Jesus did
Why He did it
How what He did becomes mine
How I know it's true
Responding to the Gospel, I hear the call of Christ
Come!
Matt. 4:19
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”
Matt. 11:28
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Matt. 19:14
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
Matt. 22:3-4
He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  4“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
Rev. 22:17	
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.
Q'n  Have you responded to the call?  When did that become clear to you?
See what Christ's messenger says you are called to.
1 Corinthians 1:9 _______________
1 Timothy 6:12 ______________
Colossians 3:15  _________________
Galatians 5:13 __________________
Ephesians 1:18; 4:4 ______________   ___________________________________
Philippians 3: 12-14 esp. 14 _________________________________
1 Thess. 4:7 ________________________________

Christ's messenger says you are called to.

God (search through verb kalew and noun klhsiß)
1 Cor. 1:9   fellowship with His Son 1 Cor. 1:9 God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ
1 Tim 6: 12 eternal life  Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession (= Jesus is Lord... my Lord) in the presence of many witnesses.
Col. 3:15  Peace of Christ Col. 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. (see also 1 Cor. 7:15)
Gal. 5:13 freedom (freedom to do what is good), Gal. 5:13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature;
And called to
Ephesian 1:18; 4:4 hope,  Eph. 1:18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
Eph. 4:4  There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—
Phil 3 Heavenward call  Phil. 3:12	Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
1 Thess. 4:7 A Holy Life 1 Thess 4:7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.
So, Live a life worthy of the Gospel.
	An analogy from baseball: 
An apostolic example-- from a jail cell!
· A life worthy of the Gospel even from a jail cell! (The Apostle Paul)
· Falsely accused—he returned blessing
· Not calling for government overthrow- but prayer (1 Tim. 2)
· Not cursing but worshipping Acts 16
· Using jail contacts to share the Gospel Phil 1:12-13
· Made use of time to communicate to others (like letter to the Ephesian believers!)
· 
Fathers & fathers to be called to live lives worthy of the Gospel
Fathers, do not exasperate your children but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4) 
Use whatever parts of the day you can get Deuteronomy 6:1-9.
Love them, delight in them and discipline them (Prov. 3:11-12)
Mothers, honor good fathering
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