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Immeasurably More: Prayer & the Love of Christ
June 9, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  Ephesians 3:20-21
Prayer
Heavenly Father,
Strengthen us with power through your Holy Spirit in our innermost being that we would be rooted in Christ's love and moved to ask for what You would like us to ask for.  May the "immeasurably more" become ours;  that Your glory would fill Your church.
Amen
Notice the hyper jubilant joy?
uJper (hyper) pa/nta poihvsai
uJper (hyper) ekperissouv adv.BDAG "quite beyond all measure" highest form of comparison imaginable"
To him be glory in the church!
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Application-- do you have an example from God answering your prayer that you had to share with others?
Examples of this jubilant joy reverberating in the church  
Comes in response to God’s response to a certain kind of prayer
An example from church history  -Festo Kivingere, Uganda 1939 and yrs following
In Paul’s ministry

Paul, Ephesus & Immeasurably Beyond
See the Map of Paul's second and third missionary journey
 
Scriptural background:
Acts 16:6 … having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 
Acts 18: 19-21    19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.  20 When they asked him to spend more time with them, he declined.  21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come back if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.
Paul’s heart
Empowered by the Holy Spirit
Christ dwelling in his heart by faith in Christ
Praying …
Then BOOM! A response from the living God far beyond what he had imagined … 
Why isn’t there more?
Praying for the wrong “what”– misusing this prayer
Miracles for our own consumption
Consigning it only to super spiritual leaders rather than seeing it as the position given to the church …
Looking at the certain prayer
16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Application--Pursue the power of the Holy Spirit to experience all this.  How do you do that?
The Superlatives of Christ’s Love
Its width—wide enough to include me
Its length– runs past me to others
Its depth– reaches down to people I have trouble associating with
It’s height– reaches all the way to heaven

The Energizing Experience of Christ’s Love cascading through history
From a Sunday School teacher 
To a 17 year old youth
To a sabbath school run by a young man with trouble reading
To an international evangelist affecting thousands

Q'n--Have you read about other accounts in the history of the church where this has happened that makes your heart long for that now?
Application--Paul gives this to the church of Ephesus-- would you pray that this would become the experience of EFree to we say to God's glory: Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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