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Perspective of Grace
May 12, 2013


Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Ephesians 2:8-9
Title:  Perspective of Grace
From the darkness of death to the brightness of light and colors of life.

Perspective of Grace Through the Medium of mothers

Responsive Blessing
What blessing request do you have of God this Mother’s Day Sunday?
God, 
Bless my mom for her many sacrifices… today I remember … (name one)
Responsive Blessing
What blessing request have you for the good decisions she encouraged in your life?
God, Bless my mom for … her input into good choices in my life … (like …)
Responsive Blessing
What blessing request do you have of God for your wife who mothers your children? …
God, Bless my wife for …the way she mothers our children (and or the children of others) as when I watch her …

Moms, Have a Blessed Mother’s Day
 
Perspective of Grace  Ephesians 2:1-9
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  
Perspective of Grace Ephesians 2:4-7
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  
Perspective of Grace
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  9 not by works, so that no one can boast.



Prayer: Perspective of Your Grace
Father in Heaven,
	Grant to us the perspective of Your grace. Grant us the rich reality of your mercy, in which we realize the death we deserve and see the life we have been graced with! Then help us to know the obedience of faith that results in good works which express Your grace to others.  Help us to be gracious like You! 
	Amen

Some Perception of Spiritual Death Precedes the Perspective of Grace 

Dead in trespasses and sins
Dead in the ways of the evil one we once followed though most of us never saw it that way until…
Dead in the ways of the flesh

Come see a man who told me everything I had ever done --Woman at the well
[bookmark: _GoBack]Edward Studd, who after being a successful planter, went to India and came back very wealthy heard Moody speak said "I will come hear this man again, he has just told me everything I have ever done. p. 15 CT Studd, by Norman Grubb
Patricia St. John  --Ruth, the little girl in Tanglewood Secrets
Peter--Lord depart from me for I am a sinner

Q'n  What perception of your spiritual death did you experience before you put your faith in Christ?  What perception afterwards?

Salvation is by grace—not by works of the law
Using the law unlawfully  -- An encounter with 2 Mormon Missionaries
Q'n-- Do we have friends, relatives etc. who are depending on their good works who may not realize they are dead?

God’s grace emanates from two facets of His Nature in harmony with a third (holiness)
Great love
Richness of mercy
Q'n  What do I think God is like?

Salvation by Grace through Faith
Faith is a fundamentally different orientation towards God
How has faith changed your relationship to God?

Divine grace in us
	Begets thanksgiving to God from us and...
Begets grace towards others
Q'n--What examples can you give of our grace to each other, or those outside the body of Christ?
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