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Victory over Temptation
May 12, 2013


Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries
1 Corinthians 10:13
I. How Is Temptation Presented in the New Testament? 

A. The word in Greek is peirasmós derived from peíra, "experience" (Heb.11:29, 36). In the New Testament, but the verb peirázō, "to tempt," is used with the following meanings.

1. To try, to prove in a good sense (John6:6; 2Cor.13:5; Heb.11:17).
2. To try to prove in a bad sense (Matt.16:1; 22:18, 35; 1Cor.10:9.
3. To tempt by soliciting to sin (Matt.4:1; 1Thes3:5; James1: 13, 14).
4. Temptation is said to be initiated by God in several Scriptures. This is temptation in the sense of testing. 

B. Why did the Lord teach us to pray that God would not lead us into temptation?  James 4:7.  When it comes to Satan we must humbly confess we cannot handle him on our own.

1. God does not tempt us to cause us to sin. Only Satan or our lustful desires do that. Hence the statement: 
2. "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man"(James 1:13).  

II. What Is the Temptation "Common to Man" (1Cor. 10: 13) James 1:14; Romans 8:19-23; Heb.13: 7; Rom 8:28.

1. A temptation to sin springs from within our Adamic nature.
2. We live in an environment filled with temptations
3. God in His faithful dependability is going to enrich our experience by any situation that tempts us. God never permits anything in our lives without a purposeful end (Rom 8:28).
4. Knowing this makes every temptation involved in our humanity bearable as the last phrase states: "that ye may be able to bear it."

Discussion Questions:
1. Can you tell the difference between a test and a temptation?
2. How do you respond to the statement, “Salvation leads to sinlessness.”
3. Can you identify a situation where you responded in a manner that did not honor the Lord, you yielded to the temptation and it weakened you voice as a Christian among non Christians?
4. Are you presently doing anything that you know is contrary to God’s expressed will? 
5. Can a strong believer take on the devil on his or her own?
6. Are you presently facing situations that are putting your confessed convictions to the test?
My prayer is that you would pass the test for your good and the good of the Church. 
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