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Ephesians 2:11-16
Ephesians 2:11-16
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (that done in the body by the hands of men) — 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
Other Important passages:
	Romans 9 
	Galatians 2:11-14

Prayer from Eph. 3: 14-21
Father from Whom All members of Your family in Heaven and Earth derive their name:
	We bow our knees before you asking You to strengthen us who believe with power through Your Holy Spirit in our inner beings, to know the breadth,   and the length, .... and the height ... and the depth of Christ's love; that we may have power to grasp this love of Christ that passes far beyond our knowledge, such that we would be filled with the fullness of God.
	To you be Glory in the Church!  To You also be Glory in Efree, both now and forever.  Amen
	Q'n-- Do you want our church to be filled with the fullness of God?
Our world is rife with lethal divisions between peoples
	Name several

The Jew-Gentile Rift is the most important horizontal one--scripturally speaking
· Scripture’s principle focus is the Jew-Gentile Rift
· If the rift is destroyed here, unity can be experienced in all configuration of Jews and or Gentiles in the church
· Life style differences
· God-perception differences

Where Holy Unity Exists--The Spirit of God does Amazing Things!
	Acts 2-- all together of one accord and boom!
	Psalm 133
	

The Divine Plan to Unify
· From the beginning– that all the families of the earth would be blessed  Gen 12/ and at the end where there will only be this unity  Rev 5:9
Where there is holy unity, there is divine blessing, power and peace
Comes first by changing our hearts through the Gospel
But then there is the strategy of manifesting it in the church on this fallen earth

God’s preparation for this Unity
· Take an arrogant Jew who despised the life of the Gentiles and convert him
· Commission him to be the Apostle to the Gentiles
· Reveal through him, how both can live in harmony before we get to the new heaven and new earth

Key Components
· Gentile humility--
· God brought the Prerequisites of the Gospel and the Gospel through the Jews– remember they were separated from Christ
· Jewish humility—
· Circumcision by the hand of man does nothing to prepare them to live with God– in their rebellion they were more responsible for killing the Christ than the Gentiles
· In their arrogance—the blessings intended first to come to the Jews were now given to the Gentiles
· The Cross of Christ—destroying the dividing wall of hostility– In his crucifixion the commands that divided superficially were done away with

The Divine Strategy Worked in Ephesus!
· The Gentiles received the Gospel that came via the Jewish people—
· Those with Jewish background did not rebuild the wall that divided them from the Gentiles and loved them risking their very lives to see them be one with them
· What the power of that could have done in church history
· What it can do now
· The strategy works to topple the dividing walls between all configurations of Jew and Gentile
· The One New Man is the showcase of God’s Grace
· In this holy unity
· People see we are truly Christ’s disciples
· That we belong to God
· And it is the powerful apologetic that threatens the kingdom of darkness
· Be careful not to erect walls of hostility

Visualizing and Applying
Unity in Efree
· We have not had the blessing of many converted Jews but there have been a couple
· We have known the power of the Gospel to transcend walls of hostility between our Gentile brethren
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