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Two Ordinances to Strengthen our Faith
April 14, 2013


[bookmark: _GoBack]Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Q'ns-- Have you been baptized as Christ Commanded
	What does the Lord's Supper mean to you?

Scripture on Baptism--Jesus
Matthew 28: 18-20  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Scripture on the Lord’s Supper-Jesus
Luke 22:19-20   And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 20
   	In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 

Scripture on the Lord’s Supper-Paul
1Cor. 11:23-26 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
Scripture on Baptism-Peter
Acts 10:47-48  “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” So he[Peter]  ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Prayer
Father in Heaven, 
	In these two ordinances that Jesus your Son gave us, bring Jesus to the forefront of our minds and heart. We want to be alive to "Who He is" and never forget. May your Holy Spirit communicate His presence to us. 
	Father, Bring all that He did for us to our remembrance, not just to our minds, but also to our hearts. Strengthen our faith in Him until He returns and takes us to be with Him.
	Amen 

From the very beginning of the NT Church
(Acts 2: 38 )	Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you",
 and they began to devote themselves to the "Breaking of Bread", that is the Lord's Supper. (Acts 2:42 ). 
	The church began with these ordinances!

Baptism– more than one kind
to "baptize" (Greek baptizo baptizw" ) to dunk, dip, immerse
2Kings 5:14
kai« kate÷bh Naiman kai« e˙bapti÷sato e˙n tw◊ˆ Iorda¿nhØ Naiman in the Jordan "dipped himself)
baptw  send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water; John 13:26
   	Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Luke16:24

Distinction of baptisms from the beginning: “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  (Matthew 3:11)
The one who uses water saves no one: he (we)  is not the powerful One, not the worthy One, not the One who makes it work– Jesus is  … the Lamb of God!

Water Baptism: making too much or too little of it
Paul “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the Gospel not with words of human wisdom, less the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” 1 Cor. 1:17  The thief on the cross.
	Example of one baptized in water but never knew Christ. Do you have any friends or relatives who trust in their water baptism?
	Example of those who "Christianized" the Americas by baptism--it didn't take!

Luke “All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by John.  But the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John. Lk. 7: 29-30

	Q'n--Can you remember back to the time you became obedient in this?

The meaning of Jesus’ baptism
 Jesus did not fit the pattern of John’s baptism
He was prepared for the kingdom
He was not to repent
He had no sin to confess
Jesus did fill the need the people who were baptized needed—righteousness
Heaven bore witness to that!
Heaven opened
Holy Spirit descended upon Him
Father spoke his full approval
-->Jesus—identified with us sinners! (and it cost Him his life!)
Q'n-- Do you sense in your spirit that Jesus identified with you?

The Meaning of Our Baptism
Proclaims the baptism with which Jesus baptized us.
Buried with Him in baptism Romans 6:3
Raised with Him to live a new life 6:3
Baptized into the body of Christ 1 Cor 12:13
Baptized to have a clear conscience before God 1 Peter 3:21
Baptized to be washed clean into a new birth Titus 3: 
Baptized to be clothed with Christ Gal. 3:27

Q'n  Do these spiritual realities incite you to worship?

Meaning of the Lord’s Supper
Points to Who He Is, and What He did
We enact the symbol, He is the real sacrifice that finished His work!
His body was crucified
He is the Bread of Life.  When we eat the bread it becomes part of us.
His Blood was shed
For the remission of sins
Eating his actual flesh, and drinking his physical blood would do nothing for us– as Jesus told his disciples—John 6: 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life
	Story of the boy who spilled the wine, which was in the priest's mind was the blood of Christ, and so he vented his anger against the boy.
Obedience in these ordinances
By the Holy Spirit –
Centers our faith on Who Jesus Is and what He did
Nourishes our faith because– we are to do all for His Glory 
Keeps us from needing discipline

Questions to Ponder, Teaching to Apply
What did the verb baptism mean before it was associated with Christian meaning? What meaning came to be attached to it?
What are four baptisms that the Gospels bring our attention to and which apply to you?
Have you been obedient to the Lord's command to be baptized?  Have you helped others to get baptized?
What does the Baptism of the Holy Spirit do, and what does your being baptized in water proclaim? 

How does celebrating the Lord's Supper nourish your faith?  How can you keep it from being an empty observance?  Why must we first examine ourselves? (1 Cor. 11)  How essential is it to the rhythm of your Christian life?
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