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Genuine Friendship
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Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries

[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Samuel 18:1-4 (NIV) 
1  After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 2  From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. 3  And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4  Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 
 1 Samuel 23:15-18 (NIV) 
15  While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. 16  And Saul's son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God. 17  "Don't be afraid," he said. "My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this." 18  The two of them made a covenant before the LORD. Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh.
John 15:12-15 (NIV) 
12  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14  You are my friends if you do what I command. 15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, open our eyes to the purity and magnitude of your love and friendship to us.  Open our minds to the immediate benefits, and the future rewards of you befriending us.  Give us the wisdom to lean on you in times of trouble, and to walk with you in times of peace.  Help us to see the people you would like us to befriend, and give us the power and disposition to do it well for your name’s sake.   Give us the sensitivity of your Spirit that we may know to encourage people in their walk with you, and towards you. Amen

Discussion Questions
· John 10:27 says, “My sheep know my voice.” Did you hear the voice of God in church this morning?  Could you list the things He said to you?  How do you plan to respond to what He said to you?
· What’s your definition of a friend?
· What’s the aim of Jesus’ friendship towards us?
· Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “the aim of friendship is exclusively determined by what God’s will is for the other person.”  How does your understanding of friendship compare with Bonhoeffer’s?
· Do you need to make adjustments in the motives and aim of your friendships?
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