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The Bible’s Teaching on Marriage & the Family
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Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries

Genesis 2:18-24

We are living in a time, when increasingly people are becoming confused about the proper definition of marriage & the family. 
· What is the biblical definition of marriage? 
· And what is the biblical definition of family?
What is the Family?  Genesis 2:24; Genesis 1:28
The Bible defines family in a narrow sense as the union of one man and one woman in matrimony which is normally blessed with one or several natural or adopted children. 
 
Two aspects of marriage – the complementarity of male and female, and the irreplaceable role of male-female relations in reproducing the human race –are part of the original order of creation, and are evident to all human beings from the established order of nature. 

Marriage: Contract or Covenant
In today’s culture individual choice and libertarian freedom are the supreme values.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]More than a Contract.  Matthew 19:6
So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."  For this reason, marriage is far more that a human social contract; it is a divinely instituted covenant.

What is a Covenant?
In short a covenant is a contract between two parties that is established before God as a witness, a contract whose permanence is safeguarded by God Himself.

What is a Marriage?
Marriage is a sacred bond between a man and a woman instituted by and publicly entered into before God and normally consummated by sexual intercourse.
Marriage is a covenant entered into by the husband and the wife before God as a witness.  

Five Vital Principles of Marriage:
· The permanence of marriage Matthew 19:6; Mark 10:9
· The sacredness of marriage Genesis 2:22
· The intimacy of marriage Genesis 2:23–25
· The mutuality of marriage Ephesians 5: 25 – 30; Genesis 2:18, 20
· The exclusiveness of marriage Genesis 2: 22-25; 1Corinthians 7:2-5; Matthew 5:28; 19:9
How did sin affect marriage and the family?
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