Title:  And You Being Dead

Scripture Eph. 2:1-10
  	As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Prayer: 
Gracious Father,
	Help us to recognize the death we once walked in, we once lived in, that we might in greater measure appreciate your love, your mercy, and the riches of your grace expressed in kindness to us. 
	Father if there are any here this morning, who are still in that darkness where we once were, may they experience the life-giving power of your grace available to them by faith.  Amen.

 "And you being dead"
	Offended  or Thankful?

The meaning of that Death 
(1) Dead in our life of transgressions and sins
(2) Dead in Following the ways  of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air rather than the God of truth, and holiness and mercy...
(3) Dead in Gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature (flesh) and its thoughts
(4?) Dead: By our very nature, an object of God's wrath

You being dead, He made alive!
(1) The transgression & sins were removed from us, covered, atoned for, were no longer between them/us and God.

(2) They were following the righteous Lord, the Lord of life, not the ruler of the dark kingdom

(3) The cravings of the flesh no longer mastered them. They had the Holy Spirit energizing, motivating, ruling over the desires of the flesh and working the fruits of the Spirit in them:

(4) They were no longer children of wrath; they were children of grace, children who were beloved, .

God's motivation--great love; abundant mercy

The meaning of grace
Favor
Not by works so that no one could boast

Your part in faith, 

"it is a gift of God does not refer to faith" in this passage.  

You do have a part! ... Believe!

	In Greek this is clear.  The word "faith, pistis, " is feminine.  So is the word for grace, charis. The "it" is neuter.  
8 ThØv ga»r ca¿riti÷ e˙ste seswˆsme÷noi dia» pi÷stewß: kai« touvto oujk e˙x uJmw◊n, qeouv to\ dw◊ron: 

Alive to do good works!
That exhibit the excellences of Him who brought you out of darkness into His marvelous light!
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