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An Apostolic Eye Opening Prayer for the Church
February 24, 2013


Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit [or a spirit] of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. Ephesians 1:15-23

Prayer    
Glorious Father in Heaven: help us, like your servant Paul to become constant prayers for your church. Please give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation that we may know You in greater measure.  Grant that the eyes of our hearts would be opened to know the hope that you called us to; to know the riches of our inheritance in the saints; to know in greater measure the resurrecting like power that is available to work in and through us, your people as we serve Your Son, Our Savior, in this dark world.  
To Your Glory, Amen

[bookmark: _GoBack]Apostolic level prayer for the church(s)
· Continuous thanksgiving for them for he knew the value of a true church in a place like Ephesus
· A prayer for wisdom and revelation to know God better
· For Eyes open to see the hope of their calling
· To realize the riches of the inheritance of the saints
· To know the Resurrection power available to work in and through the Saints

Paul moved into this kind of prayer only when he realized a true church had been born in Ephesus.
· How a true church is known: faith, love and hope.
· Abstract in description but can be very visible.

Prayer for a spirit of wisdom and revelation so they would know God better.
· Wisdom energized by the Spirit in our spirit results in a greater knowledge of God who qualifies us to live, by living the beauty of His ways (See Colossians and Paul's prayer for that church 1:15ff)
· Revelation: when things become clear to you that were hidden before (an unveiling).
· From the Word of God--meditating (Psalm 1 style)
· From the Spirit within you
	
Prayer that their eyes would be open to the hope of their calling.
· The call is an upward call
· It was to affect more than just you!
· He called his apostle disciples to be fishers of men (Matthew 4:19)
· He called them to bear fruit (John 15:16)
· Articulated to the Church (Romans) 

Prayer that we would see the riches of the inheritance of the saints.
· It's easy to be hypercritical (Satan will help you!)

Prayer that they would know about and experience the resurrection power of the saints.
· Life where there was once death

Thoughts to ponder and apply:
	
· Do I know what to look for to discern a true church? 

· Do I see how important true churches are in the plan of God for the area in which we live – so that I constantly give thanks for them?

· Can I see the wisdom of praying like the Apostle did for the church of Ephesus enough so that I pray that way for our church?

· If I followed the mind of the Apostle, what would be very important things to pray for?
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