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Glorious Grace
January 27, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. Ephesians 1:2-4

In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us (freely graced us with) in the One he loves.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  Ephesians 1:4-8

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith. Ephesians 2:4-5, 7-8

Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven, open our eyes to see and experience Your glorious grace, Your rich grace, Your saving grace [and your grace in kindness] ! Help us to be so deeply affected by it that blessings pour from our lips to You, and that we say good things about You to others who do not yet know the riches of Your grace. In Him, Amen

The Importance of Grace
· Paul mentions it a lot!  (100 times)
· Saved by Grace
· Grace alien to the culture of "you deserve", so people relate to Heaven and God in the wrong way

Journey from law to grace
· Paul was a rare breed-taking the law seriously
· To intellectually know it 
· To put it into practice
· The result was the opposite of what he thought

Awakened to Grace
· Awakened to our own depravity
· Finding grace to be the only way to peace with God
· You can't un-live the past
· Good deeds are impossible for those who do not trust God
· Testimonies of those awakened to grace

A grace that makes my spirit sing.
· Friend, do you realize how sinful you were, or even are.  How do you perceive the grace of God?  Does it fill your mouth with blessing?

Thought questions to ponder and apply
· How does grace relate to what I deserve?
· Have I ever been so moved by the grace of God that I broke forth into blessing my heavenly Father? (Can I describe an example?)
· Have I gained a deep enough understanding of my wrongdoing before God, that I know I could never make up for it ... that my only hope was the Grace of God in Christ?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Could I be so moved by the grace of God for me, that I could pray for the courage to share it with another?
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