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Jesus, Center of our Blessings
January 6, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor


Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus, and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us. Ephesians 1:1-8a

Prayer
Father in Heaven, Help us to know the beauty and experience the blessings of being in Christ to the praise of Your glorious grace. Amen
  
Neither the state of the Nation, nor the moral depravity of our cities can keep us from the blessings of God.
	State of the Nation
	State of the cities where we live

  As Paul ponders Jesus, Center of our Blessings
Sends Paul into a Thanksgiving Hymn to the Father
Could you write or express thanksgiving to God approaching that?!

The Blessing centered around what Jesus?
The Jesus that the Apostles present to us.


Three of the Blessings that blessed Paul into blessing
Chosen in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless
Predestined for adoption
Provided us with redemption

Obstacles to getting sidetracked from the blessings and pulled into an unnecessary argument only to lose the experience of the blessings
Not grasping the main reference system  "in Christ"
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trying to put God's statements into a linear time mode the results in negating other things God has communicated to us.

Pondering and Experiencing the Blessings
	The blessing of Being Chosen ... to be holy and blameless

Pondering and Experiencing the Blessings
The blessing of adoption

Pondering and Experiencing the Blessings
The blessing of redemption
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